St. Joseph Catholic School


Dear Parents, Students and Teachers,
I write this letter with great joy and enthusiasm.  Soon after being told by Archbishop Coakley that I would be the new pastor in Enid, I thought of St. Joseph’s Catholic School.  What a wonderful gift to our Catholic community and to our whole town to have this school present and thriving.  This school has been educating and forming young people for generations as well as being a symbol of the hope that we learn about in our Catholic faith.  This year as I begin my time as pastor of St. Francis Xavier, St. Gregory the Great and St. Michael’s, I pray that we will focus together on the mission that is clear, the education of our children in a school that is centered around Jesus Christ.  


Ten years after reopening our school, God continues to show us his goodness.  I feel blessed to be here and even more blessed to be working with such a dedicated group of teachers and staff, along with Mr. Wade Laffey our principal.  Together we share a common love for the education of our children.  This love for education is one that rests in the loving arms of the Church.  Catholic education is a tremendous privilege that many people who have not experienced it do not understand.  It is an education that finds a clear focus and end, which is always Jesus Christ.  When you send your children here, it is not only for a good education, but also for a formation that does not happen in other school settings.  These children are being formed in the likeness and love of Jesus Christ.  They will leave here with an understanding of what is truly good and a love for the dignity of all persons.  They will know how go to God in prayer and call upon His guidance in their lives.  They will worship together taking time to acknowledge that God is their true hope.  Along with this, they will be prepared to enter their middle school years with an education that is far above the rest.  This is not a boasting of our school, this is the simple truth of what our kids are going to possess when they graduate St. Joseph’s Catholic School.  


Catholic education cannot be an option for us anymore.  It is our responsibility.  This faculty and staff here at St. Joseph’s Catholic School will make it their goal to educate and form your children into the person that God wants them to be.  We will help these children to become the saints of the future.  We will do all of this together.  


In this handbook, you will see many of the ways we begin this process that I talk about above.  Take time to read it and understand it for yourselves and your children.    Let us pray together for the success of our children in all their endeavors this coming year.  Know that you are all in my prayers as well.  May we have a blessed year at                 St. Joseph’s Catholic School.   
Fr. Joseph Irwin
